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DECLARATION OF JOHN A. KOLENO
 

Convention Coordinator. Since that time I have worked full time on security planning for 
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I, John A. Koleno, declare: 

1. I am the 2008 Republican National Convention Coordinator for the U.S. Secret 

Service ("Secret Service"). In this capacity, I am responsible for working with Secret 

Service personnel and other federal, state, and local agencies to design and implement 

security measures for the 2008 Republican National Convention ("RNC"). I report directly 

to the Dignitary Protective Division of the Secret Service in Washington, D.C. 

2. I have been employed by the Secret Service as a special agent for over 12 

years. My previous assignments with the Secret Service include four years with the 

Presidential Protective Division, five years conducting protective operations and criminal 

investigations in Los Angeles, California, and two years as an agent in the Secret Service's 

Office of Investigations. I have conducted numerous security advances and participated in 

the design and implementation of comprehensive security plans at sites visited by Secret 

Service protectees both within the United States and abroad. In addition, I have provided 

protection to current and past Presidents as well as numerous visiting foreign heads of state. 

In 2000, I served as the Assistant Site Supervisor for Democratic National Convention in Los 

Angeles. 

3. In February 2007, I assumed my duties as the 2008 Republican National 
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the RNC. 

4. Congress has charged the Secret Service with protecting the President of the 

United States, the Vice-President, the President-Elect, the Vice-President-Elect, and their 

immediate families. See 18 U.S.C. § 3056. The Secret Service is also responsible for 

protecting major Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates, and, within 120 days of the 

general Presidential election or as directed by the President, the spouses of these candidates. 

5. In protecting these individuals, the Secret Service is authorized to create 

certain restricted zones, and federal law explicitly prohibits persons and groups from entering 

a restricted area where a Secret Service protectee is orwill be visiting. See 18 U.S.C. § 1752. 

6. The Secret Service is also charged with the planning, coordination, and 

implementation of security operations at any event that is designated as a "National Special 

Security Event" ("NSSE") under federal law. See 18 U.S.C. § 3056(e)(l). Examples of 

NSSEs include presidential inaugurations, Olympic games, World Trade Organization 

meetings, G-8 summits, and presidential state funerals. 

7. Individual visits by presidential candidates are not designated as NSSEs and 

do not entail the same type of long-range, inter-agency security planning required to secure 

an NSSE. For example, since the beginning of this calendar year, the Secret Service has 

provided protection at more than 3,000 locations for its various protectees, for an average of 

130 per week. Designated NSSEs are, obviously, much more infrequent, and, in the case of 

the political conventions last for a period of days rather than a typical campaign stop that is 
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over in a matter of hours or even minutes. 

8. On March 5, 2007, the Secretary ofthe U.S. Department ofHomeland Security 

designated the 2008 RNC as an NSSE. 

9. Pursuant to the NSSE designation, the Secret Service is the lead federal agency 

to work with other federal, state, and local law enforcement and public safety organizations 

to design, plan, and implement security measures for the RNC. The Secret Service is 

responsible for protecting those in attendance at the convention including the delegates. the 

Republican Party nominee and his spouse, and other Secret Service protectees who typically 

attend, including the President of the United States, the Vice President, and their spouses. 

Cabinet officials, members ofCongress, governors and other governmental officials are also 

expected to attend. 

10. In planning security measures for the RNC, the Secret Service is considering 

a wide array of potential security threats, including terrorist attacks, lone gunmen, fire, 

environmental hazards, chemical or biological attacks, structural safety concerns, and suicide 

bombers. The Secret Service's RNC security measures include strategies to prevent such 

attacks and to respond to emergencies of all types. 

11. One such prevention strategy is to ensure that an adequate stand off distance 

sufficient to mitigate the effects of a variety of weapons is maintained around the Xcel 

Energy Center ("center"). Accordingly, an area around the center will be restricted to 

individuals and vehicles that have been subjected to security screening. 
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12. One response strategy is to ensure that emergency vehicles have access to the 

Xcel Energy Center at all times. Accordingly, transportation lanes in and out of the center 

need to be preserved for emergency responders should they be required. These lanes also 

serve an important function for any crowds that might gather outside the secured area at the 

center. If anyone in such a crowd outside the secured area requires emergency services, the 

open lanes would be used by emergency responders to reach them. 

13. Furthermore, it is critical that open lanes arc preserved to facilitate evacuation 

of the center in the event of an emergency. 

I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the United States ofAmerica that 

the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: ?/t- 0$ 
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